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TOPPER TOPAZ Ve

CHAMELEON + Valo ot money

Test Report 1 | IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A NICE LITTLE BOAT FOR YOUR
Faprinied from

Waterkampioen

CHILDREN AND FOR YOURSELF. NOT TOD EXPENSIVE AND
"EXPANDABLE™ S0 YOU CAN STILL ENJOY IT IN THE LONG
TERM. PREFERABLY NOT TOD HEAVY 50 IT GAN BE ROOF
TOPPED ON HOLIDAYS. THE TOPPER TOPAZ SEEMS TO
FULFILL THIS 1DEAL.

Feat Gijs Lomng ¢ Phodo's Bartef Koitho!

Mzt peopéa ars familiar wilh the Leser, Gptimist.
Splash. Coa-rman beats fof fu st rackng. B
b Topper Topaz i6 & newoomar in this segment,
Mioea versatile than i1s fluals The Topaz conies in
sl verietias, Like a chemetenn it changes i
eppearancs. From a simple ma-person salling
dingity with just one sall 1o a sporly boat with &
laf( mkain, fils and gamaker o & propadling
bowsprit, A Topper they call this chameleon-ike
property the "Topaz Sailing System”™. Topper wa
kncw In Tha Medherans from the Topper dinghy,
in production over 25 years af thes plant i
Ashtard, Engéand, The hull from the Topaz is
ertliredy differanl 1| bas a nose Wil a amall fors-
decik and & cockpst with an open transom. The
thinking belired this i clear whan you stap in The
poat: bo creale a dry, spacious and comforabie
cotkpil.

FOWDER

Like the “old” Tapper the Topaz is also made Ina
okl The material wsod is Malalicieg, a bery
high prade palyetiylens wiich paes into the
ol in pewderionn, This imodld oks like a g
watfle-irnn clamped iogether with 3 few openings
bo insert i ingrediemts. The mousd is W lwat-
ed and rotated 5o the powder geds 1o all comsers
gt meelis 1o create an aven layer Diroughoul.
Then & second lnyer iz applied, Thia iz 3 foam
wlicl provicdes stiflness bo M boat and akss
gives buayanay, Becasse of the closed celf strue-
bura of Qvis maferdil ne waler can panedrsda 11



Polyatieriens 5 nat 3 new masterial in
make boats, In the past some said that
boats would age under wiraviclet rays
in sunlight. This kas proved mof in be

a0, This was the caze with ARS, a differ-

ent kind of plastic. Anather probism
with polyethylans was saldl o be the
fact that you could nat repalr it, Also
wmrirue, Repalr kits are avatable making
repairs very simple, For furfher conhi-
dence the Tepaz comeaa complete with A
reassuring theee yaar warraniy on the
fiaill

The ursguie featura on the Topper Topaz
5 — a3 mentioned earler- that & comes
in six varledies, In avery case tha hull
remaing the same. wiih a dfferant rig
each fima

]

Ihe basic mode! with & sleeved sail of
5834 soprare meatres. AvaltabEe in wivte
o In the red, white and blue of fhe
Dutzh nafional fag. Tha twe peca mast
i5 made from aluminiom, which makes
it easy bo transpord, Simple, yet effec-
five. The hoom comes with a Klcker and
tha mainshest I5 atiached in the midedie
and runa to a Bonstan mainshest binck

aitachiad on the coekpit fioar. The: pur-
chase iz 41, The centraboasi and rid-
der tade-ara made of moulded pastic

UND PLUS

Ihe same as the Ung, with the addition
of a small fily, (1,09 square metre). This
can &s0 he bowght saparately af a lafer
stage. Wheare e UND wes siill & ore
persan aftadr, the PLUS offers fun for
tw, This I the most popukar versson

of he Topaz. Probabey beceusa i offers
siich remarkatile walue for mensy

UKD RALCE

simitar to the UMD with & lerger and
mioee poveerful mainsesl: G593 square
metres, Made from mosily Mylar, a
clear [aminale refnforced with carbondi-
bre strands, The sail has three battens,
In orger to fizndle the higher speeda a
tfferent rudder blade is recommendead
It s langer and shaped more aen-
tynamicalty In arder to creafe less drag
and marde ot ol epoxy with glass
fibras,

UMD RACE PLUS
Thiz version faaiures the Uno Rece sad
wilh the additicn of a jib, 11 can be

safled by ong or two crew and oflers
aimEary orsirnding vaiee fo the Uno
Plus bart for ihose who want & bit mare
pawert)

puo

This beat has & different ng as iis for
brathers. The mast fias been replaced
by = cma plece, tapered aheminiem one
with adjnstalile spreaders, Spreaders’
Y&, Bhe mast now hes shrouds; fying
the trapeze is therefore a new chal-
lenge,

Impostantly the new rig sits in a differ-
ent position on the deck, S0 no conpno-
mise ta made o0 the boats perormance
- daspite the hwo very differant misst
setups

The mast is no kenger steppad in ihe moited
recesg in the hwill, baf i3 placed backwards on
a spacial aluminium bridge. & more sophisii-
cated homm is canmacied ta the mast by a
goaseneck, The avan bingar mainsall (7,52
sOpuEra mesres) i no lnger slemvad, [l with
a holl rope in & track ag yoy would expact af
this type of rig. The 284 i= hotsted with & hai-
yard amd can be reated, Thare fre mofe con-
frols; swch &5 a cunninghiem, The maingheet
runs an 2 bridla st the back, This wersion sfsn
sqits the upgraded midder. The D00 sl fes-
tures & bigger, high aspect fib (2,43 soquare
matres],

TRES

The wtimate chaBenge for two Like the Du,
but now equipped with a gemmaker (60
squasa mefres) on A refractable Bowsprit,

TEST TEAM

For the purposa of this test importer Friestand
Watersport roughi two Sz and =l the rig
yari=ties =0 tha Watarkampioen fest feam
could induige thems=elves. The feam conssts
of youmg but experianced sallors. Most of
them sall in comparatde dnghies like the
Lasarand Splash. We wera wary curioes what
ihvis proup would make of fhe

concept and capabllities of the Toppar Topar

First of all the fgging The firs stap |5 o i
the il from the traller. The Gikg Ml & eas-
ity Efted- by fwo. The host has néber handies
with & nica grip and also the momvale has
grips that make for aasy camymg, Wien we
have to camy the boats frther &n tha fawm &
froliey becomes & more atbractive aption,

Figoing the UKD ks easy, & meties of pulting
ihe mastpiecas fnpsthar and sliding the sl
over, Rlghing tha mast can be-gang easlly by
ang parscar. Tne mast fits in & hoba in the hull
ard is foed Dy &n aliminium gate Therelore,
no fimbding aroimd with stays. The boom
clicks anta the mast and the sail

attaches to tha outhaul at the ciew. The leach
Iz tenatoned ny the conninghem, Afer tat it
a matter of fhreading in ihe mainshaet,

attaching tha xicking atran, pulling the canira-

beard m its stod and atiaching the nudder, It s
a fifting muddar, that kicks up satomatically
when you hif the groamid,

Age 14 years
{amgth 1,65 m
Wesghl SH kg

| cannm imagEe a Wle withoul boats,

Wy parents owib e old Fakion clhss
Kelonl. saf

Age 14 years
iamgth 1,67 A
Weighl 49 kg

"We haira guite & [ew boats, An
Uptimled (my Boat), an inllslakte, 3
FEsc i, A workboat, o motoraime)
and PMpe, Fipo 5 oie of fhose realiy
amall rewing boals

mamsiar 12, It doeg nol jook wary nies,
Lot {5 11 ¥ery good bun They alse
owyT) i Sharpie, Meat

of My sadliY) Spenesice eomesTrom
thse Feboon, 'm also a

el of i Saazcouts, My

Iitte brodher zaéls an Oplimist, bt this
draan'l go fast enough for me it's no
Pl il AL | Mgl ooy winihag L asar will
& 4.7 gl mueh more | savecd Tor my
v - Sfalesd) b, smimbier 158 1 1
misn rathior odd, bl B D4l My par-
ety poairibted of oolrse, | o Sall
club regaltas

| o'l Ehbiii | & 1o bectima & pro-
fesssonnd sllon 1'd rather keap 1§ a3
my - ki,

ehamipsan but snjoying my salling iz
mare impo

What i aboul e Solash?
Peathirg really, 1T Sals,”

When | was Ifle | ook it ot B |of We
g0 used to howe & aling yaohl We
il teal and now Wi e & BEkeside
cottage, g0 | am alwoygs on e wiler
I've sEBedl an my owm am ihe ags of
Sl -or sevonl Al ' Been Knowh o
Wi the pocashonil regatta, Ties peas
nine it af ten mces. | plan 1o gall the
guallfication 1egaitns for tha Dulch
idlonals. Every now anid agaln | sall
tee Sptash, The year you reach 15 you
can't race Hea OjtEni=l aimy more. So
rirdd Wisad Ul profably eayva §o 23l he
Splnesr. DUt 'm omob mure | owhant b,
Moybe o Lesar? Cartainly mot & Cadest
I°d figjial wdilty the crowd. | aéno plan 1o
aaart my o kisam next oo tminlng
yoimg ek i the Dpsimist”




Ape

Leruth

Wissgit

"Wy Tather saiks. | wies nol really Wl
I, | wes ahways afraid we

Age 16 years
Lategth 1.93 m
Wosght fT kg

I usually sl the Rwndmeer class
WitH iy Taliver | waird 1o cemp a fow
Emes galling fhe Optimisd and the
aplasi. | e bean areund boats
practichy all my lIfe, so it Islogical 1had
| cost lsndio o Boad /b, |tk | owill
rPwAYS rane sallboats. My drerm

1,30 m
Wesght 29 kn

“| have been sailing for quile a whike,

g
Lamgti 1,85 m
Wedgint Bd kg

Al presand | Al 5 Lagar Badind, 1've
heen sasing on my own for mine Years
o, tesfora That my parenls (ool ma,
Wi e 1o rainl sl aen soe
medre-class keslboat, | siartad off
i Oplimist apd lztar a Cadel. Thal
was ol & real secces; my crow and |
WETE Al Tkl | am i s
phayer. The Laser seita me wall: she's
Easd and ookt Goal,

waoilld capsize and | did not like Fa
a catamaran. |

& fear, My
3| Dot

e Ao b sl 10 AfTord oo Al youl
shrouldl Biave & dingly 100, Just 1o/ fodl

i | ke it
1y | mizally

8, | do'niod
aLgh,

e R ! M. e
ditlys il woa vl srauitd Tollowig
Ehe rces, When | e piassed iy
sehionl eamms | want o go o the
Marilime Coflege. | want fo ke a cag-
fain."

Faalzanig meast arad Sl cEn e done with
o hand and fekes [ile strength. Tha &
k5 hioested “fiying” (no forestay). The [ib
glaches b Ihe bowy and |= boistad by a
hisdyard. The hakyand is simply led through
an eye on lhe mast and claaied af deck
bavel, Tha opridenad |2 Rirksr 65 a Treeniy
opfion. Tha jity heal =

anfless and s o be Mireaded mroegh
fedrleads aml claglsa,

The DUD and TRES are shighty mora com-
plicmied. It starks ot with an

aluminium bridge 1o suppard the mast, The
masitoot plvits and

raising the mast can be done wilh one
Frandl, Make sure you astacs the shiosls
first and — when you want o trapeie —the
irapeze wires Ralsing the mast is hefped
by pulling 1he forestay and altaching it
Here alga the Il S hedsted Hiang (whesi
uging a furles yous den'l evan nead &
forgsiay). The malnshest is threaded dif-
fexantly, bub wifhaul amy Tiess, The boom is
rnare soqhisthcaded an the one on he
UMD and the cifbaul is meaore f2fifted, The
bisoim aftaches 1o the mast with & goose-
neck. The

fednaker |5 holsted from & bag and
alfaches o g genmakar pole. To explain
fee Do all the lnes mn would be iaking
i1 oo far, Worlh menticaing k= ihe fact 1hat
ihe

genneser pobs probrudes

attomatically when hekstng fhe

genneker and slides back when

yau redrieve (L AN S = done by an end-
[as= halyard, Topper suppléss a very clea)
Tl Wil avery boal thal gl in
phoios and Lakl — in Smglish — slep by stap
ficey 1o g e Doad, We 5o Doats much
mare axpansive supplied withoul 8 man-
al. This miest be saxl

I Thils b whid It |5 oll ahioit Soing for 4]

2 Daphime and Homniks =t U FLUS

1. The-gormakar pole siides formand

automutesily when hoisting fw gennake:

4. For sharter porsons-two oestmps: might b bat-
=

& Rutrbar hamdies and maonlded-in grips,

6. The cnarm of & dingny |8 sindag your

fimits,

T Ok o v sall sy, When fleiing oo
e mddertdade Kicka g

AL Al

B, Fiavar s o penmaker Do o ey jurt sl
L

i The missdstop of Bo U0, WIS fhe P00 and TRES
ifie magl |8 pEosdioned luridin Beck on o special

gl i bhge

§i0, Thaosugl o mecenl process melal rls arm moid:
il [ 1 D], Histée dlis s il ?




NG TIME TO LOSE

You can tall our tesm speand a lot of lime on
the wates, Wian the wind gusts across Lake
Reatrwijk and das® clouds loom ovar the bosd-
zon, zalling ks he only Hiéng the memibers ol
the test tasm wanl,

And although we have tha luxury of
i festbioats, it |s tha TRES with alt

ils gadgets hal eltrects the most sliention,
Rosgl and Sander =t oldest gentiamen in
e chub — pudl the longest straw. i lakes &
littie winike o flgure evanyiling oot and this
gives Daphne and Hemneke thea opporkinity 1o
pait the Topaz U Pus to the water amd be
off.

My daddy
should buy one

When we foSow a bt later with the Pnoto
molorbaat “Van Kempan® ey are already
Taving & badl on the take. 0 a strong force 4
e Topaz shows a Iot of speed, aven with tha
simple sail, The girls are w2ed to dnghies,
hait this is something al=a...... i the hori-
Zon alsn Sander and Aoel appear Wind

abeam and e gEREAKEr the spead

ihey dewalop wilh tha biggar rig is imgras-
shve.Thie how 1E from the

water ard in no fime Raoel s o on the bre-
peze, It does ot fake too much teme befors
ihey capsize. The winds &1 Resunwik ara
notarious g thelr shils:of to doop aff com-
phataly every now and Bgain, 1 em complate-
Iy soakedd, s drysal leaks like a8 baskey"
Roal calis we coma alosigaide tha capsized
boal, Righting the boat 13 peanuts for fhese
guys: gat on fha centreboard and ffip her up.
As hong &5 The mast goes not stick in the
Feaimwijk mud, a Rawless methad, In fha
neesndime th lades ss0 capsized o a tar
cormear of the lake, but before we are there
hey hawe righied e Topaz and are satling
agaln, This confimess throwghead the morpEg
with & steep Iearming curve. Back on firm
groumd, avarybody is anthuziastic about the
Topaz. Sander: "This s

awesame, and |1 poes raally lasl” Ha

ks completely exbaustad and feels that you
have b gal used 1o the Topsaz.

THERE ARE LIMITS

The weathes 1S rod impraving and in

ihe afternoon wind and raim pick up damati-
calfy. In spie of the skifed test team Mere

e limits, Laura: "Hacing In the ran s 08..
but nof my idea of tun®. & day laler things
lo0k & ol Deter. The wind & stll there but 3
s1in shines aver tha lake, [deal for 1esling,

This finte with a mew mamber: Yuvalis, Il yes-
Terday but here now, Capsizing & 3 ot less
anet dapending on who sails in what proves

fes woell thowght-oul the Topaz concept real-
Iy Is.

Hannaks loves crewing with Laura on the
simple UND PLUS, Hor Tear of capsizing is
gone: “It's 5o easy rohling a boal ke fhe"
Wik, also crewing, |s comtont: “The fib ks
easy to handba,

It kg a vary nice boat, my dadcdy should by
one", Atso the mors seascned sallors haya
Ihelr opinon Laes Tess e cotkpil 15 very
shallow compared o the Splash. “The boat
ks wisry

rasponsive, it reacts to every

perveenant. In spite of that | am e only one
who did not capsize once"

VERY SPECTACULAR

Sander and Foel think the Topaz is a fan-
tastic fum boat to sall. Anc that it looks
really cool. “Welghl-irim s very imporiant.
You hawe to et In thekeck of the boat some-

timés. The open

fransom {5 very good, becatss

otfiervise & ol ol water coames (nand you
heve o gal rid of i 1§ is als0 nica o climb
back on o hroegh e sjen irsem
alier capsiding, It is & wet boat, it 3 spec-
tacukar ane."

Yvetio: “This spinnaker salling 15

awesome. Oh, it's 8 gennaker. What's the dif-
ference? Doesn't matter! i makes you go
raaly fast! The lun thing Is thal i§ becomes a
resaf boal. AL Niest | oaght: =l thaose lnes,
whal 16 do with them? If does not ook very
fogical at first, but you get wsed 10 19 gulckly
and Ihan everylhing poas by Itsef, | think It
wonild make 3 tantasiic beat for the clul. One
hull ard thrae sails You can pul evarybody In
i1, myen thoeee who camnot sai and want to
lagrn. N woukd maks-a graal racing class;
Fany that officlalry you cannot tack a gen-
nakes, Or Wt it is "nod dora”

Wa did i afrighd didn't we? Gybing may ba
i weay foogo, bt It fakes a lot of time. When
I do evarylhing tha way it should be | am
always last. Beter 1o do 11 my way and comea
first"”

Daphne: “The loestrap in the middle
of U boat is nat Ideal wihen you are realy

smvall. 1t weas hard for me to find suppert. 1
stpars & bit like the Splash, You have to get
used o its behaviour, Bul overal | thauglit
it was fab. Although | =it guite tired at the
i)

of the day."

CONCLUSION

Wa hiawe litlie o add bo tha fesl teams opin-
s, Thee fll of the Topaz iz well made arx
yary soundey consfructed. The botlom is mein-
fonced with thres

s 5o you can aasly beach he boal withaut
damsaging It The Nitngs are Ronstan &nd of
cjood quality, Flesd Inall the right places and
working propery. The malnsheet bock ks 101

bl with & cleat, The anly miror quibbies
vwera thad the sides are 2 bil slippery for
sOmE #nd he esirap a sireteh for very
small peopla. Tha ioesireg can be replaced
Iy Bwen o glibwer sidie of the cockpdL

Sl with the Topaz 12 a nica challenge for
bodh Beginners and agvancad sallors, for
childres and aduits allke. 1 ks not overly st
ble &nd you hewe — in every option — to find
the right batance, In short; & really fun boat io
sail i which you will not lose inferast loo
SOOM,













