TEST OMEGA

TOPAZ OMEGA
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The Topaz Omega is the longest, widest, roomiest
palyethylene dinghy to available to date. But does it
perform? Jeremy Evans took one of the first
production Omegas out on the water,
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he ratamadided polyethyiens @nghy has imner @nd outer skin with plastic feam Hillbeg for
coms af age. Topper's Topaz, Taz and lghtwelgnt rigldity — compares ta itz rhvals 15
Maqgno are good boats, but the Topaz imposskiée to Judge without recourse to 3
Om=ga seems like their most impressive to chadnsaw and the endisss best of time, but the
date: it's tigoer $han any olher boat belng bt In pitastic certainly tooks good enouah to causa
roto-moulded plastic, with Topper investing giazzlibre boatbuilders & daze of nervous strain if
£40:3, 000 in moulding machinery - and the they're in the same sector of the market,
capacity to goeven lzrger Like all the Topper range {except the original
How Toppar's in-lam (ripie-layer) plastic — an Toppsr and the Byiel, the Omeaga has been ]
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and the redler control are mounted on the Saam
which puts rigidity and weight sxactly whora [he
designar wanis it in the huall, whils removing
clutter from the cockpit,

Hher neat items include b GNAY {upsste-down
nego-frigndhy kicking sirapl asing the bolb rope
system developed by Bob White so the mainsall
can be hoisted from one side. With 153g m of
upwingd =0il area [he rig is-5ei (o genarate power,
which makes & user-friendly resfing sysiem wital
on bhes type of boat, A neat roli-and-zip systam
redueced [he size of (he mainsall by a1 least a third,
whily mounting the | on & yachi-styls luit spar
megng you can take in a faw rolls on the water
and cary on salling with however much arga feals
right for the conditions. You cannaot da this wilh 4
normal jib furer which would onrsd] Ifom the [op,
another simple =oiution we liked was [he outboard
bracket, widch uses a sacond el of rudder pinthes
on ame side-of the transom with [he gption of an
outboard storage locker inssde tha Boal

Launching and sailing

The Gmega’s hull wiighs 1 at aroond 14908,
which works oul fighter than a Waylarer, Bl whila
we were lofllowing it on the waler, Somenne
cormemanted, ‘It laghs a bit heavy) Mayos that's
because the Onsega has adeep freeboard which
ruiked |F look a bigger boat than most 15-fooktors
A% Fab explained, you need freeboard 1o provide
the crew with & plezsantly dry ride and enoudh
buayancy to have a birthday party on board, In mwy
wiew It looks pratty good, with d purpsselul chined
hiull that's much more appealing than & erscathly
sculptured plastic blakb,

The rig looks miore than hig enough tor the boat
with greal looking sails and plenly &1 power, nat
igast from the kite thal looks st bo provide some
turbo-power. Oma Lhing aboul plastic is that you
don't tend to werry much abaul dragging it up a
meach. It felt paty 1o drag up and, when the ioe
wanl ouf, equally easy (0 drag Dack down; s
shisld face mo probiems with that kind of reugh
and resdy famiby wsel

v always been in two mings aboul
solamaulded plastic; while i's cheap, durable and
practical Il goesn't quite have the ‘feal” of lighter,
more rigld glazsfibre boats, Indead wme
ratomailded dinghies and cats feal a bit lumpish e
fee so much Lthey eaf up povwer, The Omega was
something of o revelation. 1179 eclually a great boat
torsail. &n on-off, gusty Faree 3 bragze combingd
with choppy waler are nal Thé sort af conditions
sesigned 0 malke any boat shine, but the Omaga
behaved nacely You can step on board over the
transom, which is easy. The cockplt area ssams
vast, with eroisgn roam ta Sit ingde or.on sige
benches (ancihar reason lar higher freaboard),

Sheat in and the boal feacts. it feels responsive,
fun and very reasonable on =peed. We're ol
talking eaceptional - Lhis not a race boal ta
compars with super-rigid, suger-Sghl Eyers; bt 11
certainty feals stifl and priecive IS en|ayable 1
sail upwind and aasy 1o get where you want o go,
thaugh we suspech Mmost peaple wadld ke more
grunt than the LExmpdniheat can provide. Tacking
iz guick and afficiont, and tha boat st appears o
come roand mcely willh tha jib Turled and put awsy
In fact you can easily sl The Omega ssngiehanoed

Thie kita is launched T e Baw out @l 155 Chate,

with an sasy-up, sasy-gown system Once Hlying, It
ipok=-a big sall and in Force 4 cauld definiigly give
Ihe I:}I'II_'IEH'I & lull-on Tam ride, Ths &5 nof supar-
dociie sailing, The Dmegs responds o pusts and
reads to pe salled competently. [t will go over if
your get thangs wieadg, which |s where a couple
more cleor dedighn olemants come o plaly. Firsk
it has an aptlanal trizngular fosm Noat that can
bir attached to the hesd of the zail, Up there il
lnaks-just lke a yellow panel at tho top of the aall,
but when it's down on the wites [here's énough
flatatson with the sgaled mast [0 ansure You can
walk on the rig = &f more likely Tall hegvily Into
the sail — withaul the Dmeda going right owver.
Getting a big dinghy up can be a streggie
During aur tesl capsize thare was na greal wind [o
make things difficul], buf 11 was sLl Rsghily
Impressive that Hanry While could Tl the Dmega

upright unaided, with probably ng moss Ehan 6lkg [
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Ahaye The largs Smosnt
o Fresbodrd shauld keap
bume dey when sliting
an the gunwala ond koep
newesmers to the sport
Tawling safo

Laft I%"s hbg, rogemmy &nd
comfortabde encugh far
all kinds of family
saliing.
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Below The Topaz Cunega
Is a boat which pretty
much all ages couwld
enjoy.

of ballast at nis disposal. Rob explained s i
darw o cheves pocitioning af busyancy in Dhe
deck and hull, and it's ali self-drainandg wilh
transom flaps and self-belers ensuring a dry
cockpst at all times.

Overall

Topper should de nicely with this one, The Omega
5 @ saperh boat with lnads of room, good
porformanca, nice looks, excelient systems and
fittings &l a yery good price, It's a boat which

pratiy much all &ges could enjoy — one up, two up.

Ihree up, four wi or more o Try befors you buy,
Bt iF voure i thd marked lor this Kind of &oal |
wiald strongly récommend a tedl sallm

ANSWER BACK

from Rob White

Many thaks ta Jeremy Evans far {he ingraugh bl
test: He recogrised that the Topaz dmega iy

‘& superb boat with loads of roam, good
perlormance, nice kooks; EI]'.EI'l-EI!iiﬁ-IEI‘ﬂE-HIﬂ
Frtl.lnq'uliv!r'[qmdp:me anid 3 geeat boak to
sl Thissums up our dg;:lmj:lrlelmj t:u:ﬂnr.l:l'r

Womanted t0 use Toppar's 20-phes vaars-al
innwledae in thermoplastics to creste the fargest
migliled frilar:sandeich tl:ln!itnu'l:ur: boal fo-dalz,
‘out At te same tmp moke iL o defighl Lo sall, ight
from 1he very fired salling I7laisIf was oenvigas thal
Shis boat S samething special abaut It Snce
than various mdusiny ExpErtd have come ta the
same conchesion that the Topaz fmega is & supert
beal-1a sail

1wl dise b & ool bosl fooown, ®Iih 4 gead
vahue price, high dursbility and virtually ng -
miginienancs, Together wilh & great carrying
capacity ani camfort tactor. dndeed, the caminrt
il spar= eamanating from e fhigh fréshoand i §
spechal factor that customers need fo axpecience
for themzelvas, _

‘Production.of he Togar Omega is nowat full.
cipacily, wilh piders [rom club Facess, cruizing
famifies,-cailing clubs ond kaliday compani=y

The Tapas Omega jpiss Her sinaler sister. (e
Topat Magnn, to make 4 15atrang Topaz tahge. We
recommead sl you check ail the Tooar mocals any
take the adnce of Yarhly sl Yachting book a les
sail ot grouncmreaking Topsr Omeqa.

TOPAZ OMEGA

THE OPPOSITION...

Wheie doas tie Dmega il &7 Here are [Beme aBematives

S VISION

Thie el bkages)
rotomoitded dinghy
curmenlly avalizbie, which is
d fag sm=Sar ppemall than
the dmega.

WAFFARER

Classe s Pracior
breenchmark desagn giliag
[ 1%s0 l;.ur-'EI“lr avatalbile
|1 sevsrAl werginng. tor Tac i,
NS anil schools

LASER STRATCS

High slability dingévy that can
D Sk willh genrier
Lrapess and el aolion

LaA: A%m L 4%m
BEAN: LHGM,  BEAM: &m
HULL WEIGHT: ik HILLWEGKE: 296Ky
UPNINDSML  ESam UPWINDSAIL METm
SPINKAKER: DS GENMARER:  1i5dagm
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CONTACT: Togpe nternational L, | T e
Kingsnorth chlwg:fgﬂu Ff;ﬂrs BEAIE g

ent it | ORI S

TEL: - oy apims | TMNDSAESHSsm
Eﬁ'll: 'ﬂh@!npun:—rfa]u%ggft‘:i%p}; SHINRARER: -
WEBSITE: wwwinppersaiboatscom | gD PHICE: frm £3.995

SUIDE FRICE; trom: £6,820

GUIDE PRICE:  Srom £7,355



